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iv the prosecution of .u> original design we shali notice 
Fourthly, The mast proper methods of appointing and gov ern- 

travelliog ministry. 
in reference to this subject, there is a considerable crrerna7 of 
timent in the christian world. It is aot intended to ime a 

























rnatical tone in detence of any one cour.e, but to notice the re- 
‘advantages and disadvantages of several. 






One plan of appointing and regulating the movements of trav- 
preach evs, is, by a board of Missions. This is the meth- 

Ol z sdopted by most denominations in the christian world it 
li be seen, however, upon exai mination to possess some consid- 
erable disadvantages. We willsuppose the board of missions, 
or instance, to be located in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, or 
any other City; it is impossible for the members of the board to 
he persem; ully acquainted with the state of the country over which 
their missionaries travelpunless ihey become missionaries them- 
selves; but this , they will not des.ites therefore im possible for 
them t@ adapt ay laces, with any degree of ad- 
antage or propriety oredver, they cannot judge of the pror 
priety, or impropriety of the conduct of the missionaries under 
their direction; for they are so far removed from them as to 
make it impossible that they should even know what they are 
doing. How many missionaries, for example, are now moving 
about from town to town, in the western country, at least one thou- 
std miles from the board of missionaries to whom they are ae- 
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95 
ceuntable lor their eenduct . The only knowledge such board 
can have ot th it labours 15s, th Reports of the Missionaries. 
them: elves, What roon it here for Sross imposition, and how 
many avail themselves of the opportunity! 

Avother plan of ap; it and regulating a travelling minis. 
try, 1s by Bishops or superintendants, who travel constantly 
through the field of mis iT} labour, and i) this means become 
personally acquainted with the pus societies in every 
part of the work. And thait a5ours of the travelling preachers 
may be properly atiended to, the superintendants appoint ag 
agent in every district, whose duly it is to visit each preacher in 
charge, at least once im every three months. These agents (call 
ed Presiding Llders) possesses each one,in the bounds of his dis. 
trict, all the authority of a gencral superintendant, except the 
right of ordination. And it is a fact,the truth of which has been 
confirmed by the history of the church in all ages, that preachers 
of the gospel are but men, and as such, stand in need of constant 
oversight. In this respect, the Methodist Episcopal Church 
possesses advantages peculiar to itself. There is another point 
in which it has a cecided advantage over all other missionary as 
sociations, that is Of ufual accountability one to another. from the 
Bishops down to the youngest preachers The managers of : 
Missionary Society are not accountable to the missionaries for 
the manner in which they discharge toeir respectivé duties 
Shouki the missionaries be imposed op by them, they have no 
redress. But not so with the seperintendants of a Methodist 
travelling ministry. They are accountable for their conduct to the 
preachers whom they superinten l, Soit is also, with the Presi 
ing Elders, they are liable to censure and «¢ xpulsion for improps 
eonduct atany time; as appears from the Methodist Discipline 
of the Episcopal Church. ‘This mutual responsibility which existe 
among the preachers, will forever prevent the usurpation of pow 
er or the exercise of illezitimat: rights, and constitute sufficien 
“checks and balapces’’to secure a proper course of ministerial 
eonduct. 

It is believed by some, that the powers of government wilk 
which the superintendants of the Methodist Episcopal Chere 
are vested, are of a monarchical or tyranical nature. This 13 
promptly denied. But suppose we grant it; it must be remember- 
ed that their powers of government arerestricted to the travelling 
preachers themselves, And, moreover, the¥ éxercise no powers 
ever the traveljing preachers which were not delegated to them by 
the travelling preachers. Suppose the travelling preachers believe 
such powers of government over them, necessary for the spread 
ef the gospel,and the prosperity of the church, who, has ay 
wight tocomplain? If any persons are agrieved, it is themnenres 

he 


tag by delegating sueh powers te others ever themselves, tit} 
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no voice in ealling the pastor. Some of the members die, Othe: 
remove, withdraw, &c. so that most of the present members wer, 
not of the ¢ ongregation, some time past, but the pastor is enst illed 
for life, and they must take him better for worse,” or do Withou 
a pastor. We invite those who are such strenuous sticklers fo, 
the rights of the membership, to elect their own pastors, as t 
di curd all other plons, to examine most of the cen creg. tions in FE 
Tennessee, which have stated pastors, and see if a majority of th 
present membership had any agency tn settling their preachers, 
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The following is an extract of a letter, from a Lady in Marye.: 
« y . 
a Gentleman in this plac e dated 


PorrLtanno, Martyr, Jan. 22, 1827 


My Dear Covusin—Very glad was I to hear from you, I bave 
feit many fears lest Lshould never see yourhand writing agaj 


but thanks to that good Being | have again heard of your wel. 
fare, both body and soul; and now cousin, I shall rejqice 


, ai 
heart by saying “God Is a praver answering God,” IT humbly trust 
I have made my peace with my Maker; and in the name of 


ever bles CG Redeemer, I have 


ecessto the throne of yrace; the 
has been avery powerful revival in Ellsworth, 30 have joined t! 


Japtis(s, and as many more stand ready; also the congregatior 
. ‘ ha) 


society is widely awake; my convictions were deep and powerfy 
Oh! my cousin let us give thanks to his great and boly name, 

[ was spared to see and to cemeto the fountain that clea 
from all sin. ‘That my life was not cut short, 33 y 
only 5 months old in Christ! Pray for me my cousin, prat 
nestuly, that I may run with zeal the race that is set before 
that I may countell things but loss for the knowledge of Jesu 
Christ. Ihave not gone forward to any chureh, though I be! 
Iam almosta Baptis!; yet I wish to have my way made p! 
Our minister, thecongregationalist, isa Untiarian. Can Il goforw 
to him? Would any one deny the divinity of my precious Red 
mer—he could notbe my redeemer were be not an infinite on 
Do write me as soon as youreceive this. ] am now standing a 
this point,is my infant baptism sufficient, ordoI need another I 
believe it is the duty of parents to offer up their children in baptism 
Do hold forth my conversion asa motive to praying parents, no 
to feel discouraged, though they die and see not their prayer 
granted, yetlet them have faith to believe it. Now my cousit 
adieu; should we never meet on earth, may we be found in the 
number whose robes are washed in the blood of the Lamb. 


ComMMUNICATED 
Ir we feel interested in the accomplishment of a good worke 
we are always willing to contribute our aid to its advancemen'= 
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éfally speak:” “and then shall “the servant be as his Master,’ 
4/hly. In our department and sphere, we are also to resemble 
our Lord in relation to Aabour and suffering. 

It has been shown with what unreoaiting assiduity Jesus per. 
formed his invaluable /ahours, as a minister, as well as in a mure 
private capacity, And for a better understanding relative to 
subject, we shall consider it as having a very special bearme » 


\ 


his 
n 
private devotion. Yo preserve yep ct Intercourse with God, 
the follower of Jesus must labour io private: for which he hag 
the example of Jesus. How frequet tly did Jesus retire .o the 
gardens and mountains and sequestered places; to pour his prayer: 
before the throne,” and how he wet, “and sweat,”’ “with sii 
cries and tears, with supplication.” “How he kneli,? and als 
“prostraied his body upon the ground” And it is enough that 
disciple be xs his Lord,” in the labour of prayers and tears, 
cries toGod. And though we may labour more publicly as! 
the pulpit, all which is highly laudable, yet, we cannot st 
spiritual life, without much labour in secret: such labour pr 
immense treasure for the soul,and aids very much more p 
duties. 


» 


? 


sy 


And as it reiates to minisferial labour, Jesus preached 
travelled much, instructed much, embracing all opportun: 
doing good with individuals, and with the multitude, by 
by night,”’in season, and out of season,” “in the synagogee, 
along the highway.”’—And eventually closed his valuable lif 
his labour. And how vast afield before his labourer re Ss. ap | 
world is still lying in the wicked one, many remain waconveried 
and thousands are going stupidly to ruin; and “woe to the idle 
shepherds.” How few minis‘ers strive to imitate Jesus in minis- 
terial labour, to preach, to travel, to toil and sweat, by day and 
night, in all seasons, and cn all occasions, The temple of the most 
high is committed to ministers to build upon, and let evey men 
take care what he buildeth thereon The fields are white, but 
the real labourers few.—Many shrink from the toils, while others 
seek for ease, honours, dignities weelth, end roll in luxury and 
pleasure. How unlike their Lord and Master. Was Jesus a 
D. aie 

But connected with the Jabours of Jesus, we may class his suf- 

ferings, in which we bave an extraordinary example,” he hungred 
and thirsted;” he was wearied,”’ and had not where to lay his 
head;” he was poor and despised, a man of sorrows, and acquaint- 
ed with grief,” he was derided and negtected; ‘the was condemn- 


— 





Sa 


*T regret to see so Many Methodist Preachers fond of titles and 
dignifies, when Jesus has so expressly discountenanced such 
things, in his instruction to his disciples. See Matt. wKII. 7. 8 
'But not be called Labbiz’ 
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ructhed,” his whole life was made a complete sacrihce 


\ youl ° may ve vu sufferings, Wilh sucb an eXampie of 


ring Wefore us, We Canbol as bis followers complain: “It ie 
ich to oe as Our Lord.” And are we not called upon to take 
S 


», our daiiy crussand follow hiw.’’ That many conceive it a 
hood saving ts Obvious, but that many faithful men, have made 
psa tifice of all they had,is a fact. And God at least’ requires 


will offering, to both /abour and suffer, when necessity 
s;and are we vot under special obligation to those worthy 
wig with the sacetfice of their lives, have transmitted to 
rity our present privileges? The best blood bas flowed in 
's, and the best hives offered freely, that we might have the 


nds and imprisonment. They were stoned; they were sawn 


guider, were cempted, were slam with the sword, they wandered 
wep skins and geat skins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 

© world was not worthy.’ And if we labour” and 

vith bina, stall we not reign wath hine.’’ It is true we are 


»>SPRPEK ‘i } i} 


r, vutif it come upon ugin consequence of our 
aumento Jesus, we are to receive it joyfully, “and glory in 
iy culation also.” And what cannot the disciple do, and endure, 
> Viaster is before him in the field of battle. He is satis 
o be as his Lord, ‘Then as ministers, let us foil on, and suffer 
0, until we shall, 
“Our bodies, with our charge lay down, 
And cease at once to work and live.’”’ 
5. May we not a/so resemble Jesus in his f/riumph, and glory; hav 
- shared in his labours and sufferings. “God is not uomindful 
forget our labour of love,” and as did Jesus,so may we com- 
mence our triuraph at our spiritual birth; “being born again of 
e incorruptible word of truth,” we triumph through Jesus over 
sin; for itis God that justifies,’ who then shall be against as, 
“sin shall not bave dominion over us,” 
than conqueror through him who hath loved him.’’? “The world 
an] Satan ave vanquished foes. “By faith we triumph gloriously 
aud tread upon their high places.” 


Phe Christian also triumphs over temptation, “and is more 


But the bumble follower of Jesus obtains a triumph over him- 
self; “being fired with the love of his Master,” he counts not his 
lite dear, so that the life ofJesus may be manifested in him. His 
faculties are sweetly influenced, and his passions subornate, and 
all graciously subservient to his Master’s call Death and the grave. 
Jesus having conquered; he comes to deliver his followers from 
bondage through fear of 


death,” and many have sung mre 
sweetly, 


“QO Grave, where is thy vit tory, 
© Death, where is thy sting?”’ 


| Toey vad trials of crauci mocking and scourging, yea of 
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Thousands have triumped here, with much glory in thei souls, 
R. Paul triumphed, and with the utmost composure said: “[ am 

now ready to be offered up;”’ and glancing the eye along his past 

life of labour and suffering, exclaimed: “I have fought the goud 

fight. I have finished my course. I have kept the faith; and 

benceforth there is laid up for me a crown of life.’ 

Such is but a small part ofthe twiumph we shall be called to 
share with our Saviour; “but it is enough.” 

But what can we sav of the glory of Jesus, to which we shall be 
galled, if we are faithful? Some of the apostles attempted a faint 
description ofit. Stephen saw “the ae open, and Jesus to 
the right-hand of the Majesty on High,” John saw the “heavenly 
sity coming down from God out . heaven, decked as a bride 
adorned for ber husband.” Jesus himself describes that Blory as 
*a mansion prepared for his servants,” and calls it “a kingdom 
prepared for them.” 

But all just description must fail, “for eye bath not seen; nor ea 
Beard, nor hath entered into man’s heart, the things God has pre 
pared for hisfaithful follSwers. But we shall be like Jesus, “ow 
dodies like unto his glorious boty,’ “and we shall be satisfied 
when we wake up with his likeness;” for it will be all glory, realms 
of glory, floods of glory, and shouts of glory, by men and angels, 
The redeemed out of all nations shail sing the new song to him 
who hath loved us, and given himself for us, and washed us in 
his own blood, and has madeus kings and priests to God and the 
Lamb.” While unnumbered angels shall assist im the general 
shorus: “To him be the glory, and the power, and the dominion 
for ever and forever. Such shall be the /riumphs, and the glory, 
of such as have been the true followers of Jesus, who have re 
sembled him on earth inthe genuine divinity of their religion; in 
the excellence of their inte/lectua! endowments, and uniformity of life; 
in the correctness of their precep/s and example; in their Jabour and 
suffering. 

Inferences, 

I. This subject informs usof the importance of possessing rea 
and genuine character, as christains, founded substanttally upon 
the divine nalure of God; without which all profession is vain. 

2. We are also informed ef the indispensible neressity of /azt 
fuiness, as Christians; not consulting our own wills, buc the. will 
of God in all things; through every department of life, not seek 
ang after honours or high sounding filles, but the glory of God. 

3. That we cannot too faithfully imitate the example of ow 
huord; in the several various departments of his life; and we should 
sigorously and constantly examine ourselves to know whethe 
Sve resemble him. And that we should not permit our minds to stop 

shertef such a character, and in every state we should be ful! 
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i ) nt this Jest rc, the Gospel is nreache I; and Fo Ye 
's labours, tears and prayers are Mowing like stream O for ' 


‘ity faith and prayer to God; as no time isto be lost, “now i$ 
the accepted time, anc the day of Gods free mercy to all retarn- 


me sinners. Then come and lcome! 
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From the Wiachester Virginian. 



















SACRUM AMICITLE. 

When youth falls before the scythe of Time; Friend- 
ship mourns over blasted hopes: iach bud of worth, 
Which sees through faturity by eyes of affection, had lux- 
uriantly bloomed; sinks drowned in tears—pure in their 
origin as the dew of heaven, But Yeuth can only boast 
ole claim to tears, and this is inneccnce. ‘Tis but a 
scion of that great tree, mang its body formless, and its 
hguzls uupruued, Yet we deplore ite less, and Maat; 
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gurtain which closes the last scene of lifes poor dramat« 
when even the most insipid actor leaves the stage ferey- 
er—scems in its fall, to hide our brightest jewel, and 
shroud our hearts in weeds. 

If innocence—if promise—or at most the crude merit 
of unripe Youth, can so grapple with the heamt, and en- 
list its sensibilities, where can the bi ursting besom weep 
ats fire, when those friends fade away, whose virtues 
have fulfilled their promise, and “given the world as- 
surance of a man? “Whose hearts, unaffected by the 
shocks of time or place, vibrated to the touch of sympa: 
thy and whose characters were fair as their snowy locks# 
At the decease of such, the heart robbed of its idol, be- 
eomes frantic—the agonized soul feels, as though each 
silvery link were stricken from the chain which bound us 
to humanity, and for atime, despair loosens each silk 
tie, which made us fast to happiness, and sends us chart. 
less on our grief. 

It is not the busy world, that we must seek to kuow 
the losses of such a person. We may stalk heedless 
through the pomp of ceremonious sorrow, for there we'll 
search in vain for grief. “Theiong drawn aisle’ may 
swell its dirge o’er departed merit—the pulpit may 
aparkle with recitals of worth, but grief disdains the pa- 
geant, and turns to sob her sorrow on the silent pillow. 
Go mingle with the circle that Death has called—zo see 
the evening croup of mourners; mute,—hopeless—theart- 
broken—zathered at the fireside, where once, happiness 
and a parent presided-——see the brimfull eye, glance to- 
ward the sacred tenaniless chair, and hear the stifling 
sigh—Go, and if you have a heart, let sympathy dis- 
aolye it into tears, and pour them all upon ‘that shrine of 
sorrow. 


Fiom an Indiana Paper 


Tis true piety that promotes and strengthens virtue— 
ea'ms and regulates the temper— mildness and benigni- 
ty Low from the spirit it inspires: the scope of enjoy 
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went expands to the mind under its influenee. and new 

fields of happiness are beheld beyond the vision of infi 

delity and delusion. “Tis no dream of fancy that hies 
its votary in retirement or adversity—'tis then the in 

vissible spirit itimparis lights up the picture of eternal 
happiness and portrays to the believer the hope of heav- 
en and immortal vlory. Why does man live without 
it? Each day presents some moment of gloom and eps 
pressive weight of spirit. He has no relief when dire 
disease, disappointment aud old age, grapple to the frail- 
ties of his nature—'tis then the gangrene of infidelity and 
a vicious life begin to work. Deep as the blackness of 
of the soul that eyes it—is the sting thatis felt. Who 
cau bearit? The last anchor of hope is then afloat— 
horror and despair rancles in the breast. Noi so when 
the spirit of man mingles with the efficient love a Savy 

iour imparts. ‘Che place of solitude and the last rays 
of declining nature but heave to view the haven of rest 
and a consumation of expectant bliss registered in the 
book of life. Go manand find it out—look for it as theg 
will, and think itnodream. When you shall behold 
the man that walks abroad with “a window in his 
breast,” believe me, “Us tree piety that ths unfolds his 
heart. Go look npon Heavens fairer work, and behold 
woman’s face, if there thou seest the impress ofa Say 

jour’s love lighted at the altar or by the symbols of aton 

ing blood believe me, thy faith will yield ‘tis no de 

ception— tis beyond the ken of mortal being thus to fig 

ure the pious soul upon the visage. Tis written by the 
Singer of God. ! 


From the (Aub rn) Free Press 


DEATH. 
The thonght of death is always solemn. Aside from 
the melancholy of those assoc iations, which, from our 
earliest childhood, we have occupied with the winding 


sheet and the grave. there is arational sadness, and one 


whieh the stentest heart eanget eenquer, ner the mogt 
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theuzhHess levity dissipate. Togo disembodied, inty 
Aan duseen Word, Wica spirits for our gutdes, aad 
De=sior our pach, to meet with pale atlipo \ PV eniran 
to open our eyes upon objects awfuily sirance and new, 
and to look apon scenes which ihe "tongue Cagaul dow. 
ernibe nor the heart of aan conceive,’—‘these are su). 
jects of no childish fear, nor sickly fancy, bat saci as 
often compel the strongest miads to sadder at the pros- 
pect of death. 

Infidels, indeed, bave affected a stupid indiTerence is 
the anticipation of sucha change. Poets and sentiuen- 
falists have transformed it inte a peaceful slimmer. a 
unending rest from the anxieties of lifes and vain obas 
ophers have labored to persuade us, that they tong ? 
the ime, when they shall slaunber in) che qatetness o1 
death. But all thisisrank deceit. Moan can 
broi the laws of his nature. “Phe anticipation of 
tried state in this life only, Is accompanied with » 
er or less degree of fear, With what dread thea 
vorid beheld which no mortal eye has seen, anc 


whence no travellerhas returued (o direct aus an ou: 
Men may boastof their fearlessness of deat f 

f llow-men, but there are seasons of sober reflection 
When ‘he terrors of death take hold upon them, & thes 
tremble from their inmost souls. 


Calculate then, the anount which the bare anticips- 
tion of death adds tothe sum of haman misery. ark 
how it stings the soul of the mightiest monarch avd the 
meanest slave. All other miseries that burthen life, men 
hope to avoid. “They may languish ander a loathesome 
disease: they may sufferignominy and shame; they 704 
groan in the chains of servitude; but death they know, 
is inevitable. Is there, then, no alleviation to this bur- 
bhen of sorrow? Must man, whose life is a pilgrimaze 
of tears, be additionally tortured with the dread of a 
hereafter? Are there none who can look with calm 
composure upon their passage to the unseen world ? 
There is a power that ean dissipate this gloom, yet few 
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gan call it their own. fost of those who are hoping for 


a blessedness beyond the grave, are troubled at the pros- 
pect of that hour when the change of worlds must be 
made, But among the myriads who are toiling to live 
and dreading to die, there is here and there a privileged 
being whorises superior even to the terrors of death. Lt 
ishe whose soul is staid on God. Not the hypocritie, 
whose life is blackened by the deepest gloom; not the 
profitless professor, whose course is a continued series 
of departures from his Ged; itis he who “knows that 
his Redeemer liveth.”? He needs not the infidel’s re- 
fuge of lies, nor the pretended. apathy of the false phi- 
losopher to fortify his heart in the prospect of the eternal 
world. He is not driven to the forlorn hope of the senti- 
mentalist and poet, that 

“Death is a calm, cool night, 

When the weary day is gone;” 
but rather looks upon the lie that nowis, as a tempes- 
tuous night, brightened, indeed, with intervals of star- 
light, but often shrouded in tie darkest clouds of Heav- 


en, and awaits with calmness the change which so many 
dread, when death shall awaken him as from a dis- 
tempered ‘ream, and permii him to exclaim with a di- 
vine bard— 


“Then farewell night! of darkness, now no more: 
Joy breaks, shines, triump’s; "tis eternal day.” 

The biographer of Miss Letitia Coleman, of Staunton, Va. whe 
departed this life on the Iith Nov, 1826, in a letter to the editor 
of the “Christian Advocate”’ Speaks of her as follows: 

“When upon the bed of death, she remarked, “the sting of death 
is sin, but that has been removed fer several years.””. On Thurs- 
dayevening preceding her dissolution, while her anxious friends 
were standing around, and every moment expecting her depar- 
ture, they joined in a hymn of praise, and then bowed down to 
commend her soul to God, they had scarcely commenced, when 
suddenly she recovered stren¢th—her soul was in an ecstasy—a 
smile of triumph spread over her emaciated countenance—she 
elasped her withered hands, and for some time, in a variety of ex- 
pressions that reached the feeling heart, shouted aloud the hig 
Praises of her redeeming Lord. ‘Then leoking ronnd with a 
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pressible teaderness, she said, “O why these tears! praise the 
Lord, he is altogether lovely: he is the chiefest among ten thon: 
sands.’’ This scene beggars aii human description. it was pew- 
érfully realized, that 

“The chamber where the good man meets his fate 

Is privileged beyond the common waiks of virtuous life, 

Quite in the verge of heaven.” 

This is one instance out of (housands which proves to ihe «4: js. 
faction of all but such as will not believe the reality of shoulime re. 
gion, of triumphant assurance, inadying hour. O thatch icade 
and writer may “die the triumphant death of the righ eous,” 

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE, 

When we read of the great progress of religion among the hea- 
then, in foreicn hands, we ure spt to cons.cer it in Cre light of 
those achievements which resulied from the labours ut the J 
ites, or Roman Catholics, a few centuries past, and feel no : 
common interests in its progress. That there may be a sirni- 
larity in some fewinstances, ts possible, But when we read 
the aborigines of our own country, coming bome to Gad, and 


some of them ourselves, hear them preach, sing, shout and p 
it seems like coming to our ownfireside. We have had fi 
occasions of laie to notice such events, as having ‘taken pl 
mong the Cherokees, our neighbours and several tribes ol 


ern Indians. And one among the latferis noticed in « sg) 
of the Rev. Wm. Case, recorded in the “Upper Canada H 
In speaking of the occasion, the writer speaks as foliows: 
“During the course of these exercises, the elder took oce 
jon to remark, that all the Mississauga tribe bad been conve 
from the error of their ways, and embraced, and experienced reli- 
sion; that this reformation had commenced on the 30th of last 
Iebruary, had ever since been progressing, and had been more 
sincere and thorough than his most sanguine hopes had, by any 
means, anticipated; and that neither he, nor any of his associa’e 
preachers, bad heard of a single instance of the Indians relapsing 
into their former habits. They look up to him as their father, and 
rerard him with a feeling of love, respect and veneracion. 
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